ELIZABETH
unfeigned and came from the heart. Nevertheless, for a
true character of Qjieen Elizabeth, as Nature framed her,
the poets are hardly to be trusted.
Her first education in kingship was brutal, for after her
mother, Queen Anne Boleyn, had been beheaded, she was
declared illegitimate; but though the lawfulness of her
birth was much in question, she was always more than a
royal bastard. On the death of her father, King Henry
the Eighth, she was brought up by his widow Catherine
Parr, who had married the Lord Admiral Seymour, but
died soon afterwards. Hereupon the Lord Admiral would
have sought her hand in marriage, for which he lost his
head, and brought her into some danger. Yet, although
still little more than a girl (she was in her fifteenth year),
she answered all examinations so boldly that her name was
cleared. In these early years she was much given to study,
and before her eighteenth year she understood well the
Latin, French, and Italian tongues, and something also of
the Greek, as well as music, for she could sing sweetly and
play handsomely on the lute, so that she was very greatly
admired for her learning amongst the princes of her time.
Upon the death of her brother, King Edward the Sixth,
she became heir to the throne, and was thus in that same
unhappy state which afterwards befell Mary, Qjieen of
Scots. For she had been brought up a Protestant, and
although under the new order, she openly professed herself
a Catholic, her sister, Queen Mary, was suspicious of her
sincerity. Zealous Catholics were as clamorous for her
death as thirty years afterwards the Protestants bayed for
the blood of Mary, Queen of Scots. After the rebellion of
Sir Thomas Wyatt she was imprisoned in the Tower, and it
was generally expected that she would be put to death,
but though the rebels were very strictly examined no proof
could be found that she had in any way fostered or coun-
tenanced them. She was therefore released from the Tower
and allowed to retire into the country, until, on the death
of Queen Mary, whose Spanish marriage and religious zeal
had by this time made her reign generally odious, she was
joyfully brought to the throne on November 17, 1558.
She was thus for the space of ten years constantly in peril
of her life, and being a young woman of more than ordinary
understanding, she learnt in this hard school many lessons
in statecraft which would not have come her way in more
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